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12 July 1994

To All Auckland Fishery Management Area Scallop Fishers

Dear Sir / Madam

You may recall that on 3 December 1993, Arthur Hore, Acting Regional Manager, wrote to
you concerning the problems encountered in the completion of Catch, Effort, and Landing
Returns (CELRs) for the scallop fisheries.

As the scallop season is to commence on 15 July 1994, 1 thought it was timely to remind you
all of the correct way in which CELRs are to be completed in relation to scallop fishing. The
provision of accurate information on the CELRS is vital in order to allow our scientific stafl
1o undertake detailed analyses of fishery performance and to determine appropriaté catch
limits.

The common problems identified in the completion of CELRs are poor reporting of the area
of fishing, confusion of meatweights and greenweights, and inaccurate recording of fishing
hours. MAF Fisheries checks the. returns for errors, however, accurate reporting on your
behalf will save both yourself and MAF Fisheries time and effort by avoiding the unnecessary
return of CELRs for correction and completion.

Please note that when completing CELRs for scallop fishing the area of fishing ("Position"
column in the Catch/Effort Data section of the CELR) should be reporied using the
appropriate retum area from the Scallop Statistical Area maps. Copies of these maps are
attached. Do not use the normal statistical reporting arcas ("Stat” Areas) for scallop fishing.

When completing the estimates of catch in the top half (Catch/Effort Data section) of the
CELR, the skipper's estimate must be in greenweight. Usually, the estimates of total catch
(blue column) and the catch of the most impottant species (white columns) will be the same
for scallop dredging. Please be as accurate as possible with your estimate of greenweight, but
do pot use meatweight in this section of the return. However, when completing the bottom
half (Catch Landing Data scction) of the CELR, the weight reported when advised by the LFR
must be in meatweight.
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One other problem arca concems the recording of the number of hours fished. In the
Northland seallop fishery, fishing may only occur between the hours of 6:00am to 6:00pm
and, in the Coromandel scallop fishery, fishing may only occur between 1 hour before sunrise
and up to 1 hour after sunset. Please note that these times provide the maximum number of
hours that may be fished in any one day.

The number of hours fished is the amount of time from when you commence fishing until
when you stop fishing. It is not the amount of time from when you leave port and until you
teturn. The number of hours fished should also account for any stoppages during the day
when you are not fishing, ie. the number of hours fished should only be the total number of
hours when fishing was actually undertaken. Please ensure that you rcport the actual number
of hours fished as accurately as possible.

Attached are specimen CELRs for the Northland & Coromandel scallop fisheries showing
how a CELR may be completed. Pleass note that in respect of the Coromandel fishery only,
fishers have a dispensation to report five trips on a single form. I trust these may be of some
assistance to you in providing an example of how a CELR should be completed, however, it
is your responsibility as a commercial fisher to ensure that you are aware how a CELR is to
be completed. Should you require any assistance in completing your return or have any
questions concerning the matters outlined above, please do not hesitate 1o contact Registry
Setvices staff at your Jocal MAF Fisheries office.

Yours faithfully

e
&
Martin C de Beer

Regional Registry Manager
MAF Fisheries North
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