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Dear Sir/Madam

Foveaux Strait dredge oyster fishery

The Fisheries (Foveaux Strait Dredge Oyster Fishery) Amendment Bill currently
before Parliament will, when enacted bring the Foveaux Strait dredge oyster fishery
within the quota management system from 1 April 1998,

As a result there will be a number of changes in the way the fishery is managed which
will affect the way you complete your Catch Effort Landing Returns, Quota
Management Reports and Licensed Fish Receiver Returns for Foveaux Strait dredge
oysters.

Please read this information carefully as you will need to be aware of the changes
when completing your returns. If you need further clarification please call the
Ministry’s toll free line on 0800 788 228.

Management regime for the fishery

The regime set for the fishery within the quota management system is the result of
considerable consultation with fishery stakeholders by the Ministry of Fisheries and
during Select Committee deliberation.

On the basis of submissions received from the oyster industry that management of the
fishery should align with the infrastructure of the oyster industry, management of the
fishery within the quota management system will be in terms of oyster numbers. As
you will be aware all other fisheries report landings in weight and this is the measure
prescribed in fisheries legislation and used in fisheries computer systems.

To enable the fishery to be managed on the basis of oyster numbers without incurring
the significant costs involved in amending fisheries reporting and registry systems, the
Ministry of Fisheries and oyster industry representatives have agreed to the regime set
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fisheries regulations.

The Bill and fisheries regulations will require that landings of oysters must be
reported in terms of oyster numbers, and these will be monitored against quota held
which will also be in terms of numbers of oysters. However, all forms used for the
purposes of reporting to the Ministry of Fisheries will still refer to weight, until such
time as systems and forms are able to amended. The Bill and fisheries regulations
provide for any reference to weight in records or returns to be read as a reference to
number of oysters in the case of the Foveaux Strait dredge oyster fishery, as if 1 oyster
weighed 1 kilogram.

Other components of the regime for the fishery within the quota management system
are:

o catch limits which can be amended after the start of the fishing year, but before the
season commences by notice in the Gazette

e catch limits, season dates and oyster bed closures able to be set by notice in the

Gazette

a quota management area equivalent to the existing bounds of the fishery

a 1 October to 30 September fishing year

quota aggregation limits set at 35% across all oyster fisheries

aminimum quota holding of 29,000 oysters for the fishery

an upper wharf sale limit of 60 oysters

no under or overfishing provisions

e s 0 0 0 o

Catch levels and commencement date for the 1998 oyster season are currently being
discussed with stakeholders and you will be notified of these when they are set early
in April 1998.

Allocation of Quota and Permits

If you currently hold a permit for the Foveaux Strait oyster fishery you will be sent a
further letter prior to 1 April 1998, advising you of your individual allocation and how
this affects your permit.

Completion of Fishing Returns

The Fisheries Act 1983, the Fisheries Act 1996, the Fisheries (Reporting) Regulations
1990, the Fisheries (Recordkeeping) Regulations 1990 and the Fisheries (Licensed

Fish Receivers) Regulations 1997 will provide for management of the fishery within
the quota management system in terms of oyster numbers.
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[image: image3.jpg]From 1 April 1998 you are hereby required pursuant to the Fisheries (Reporting)
Regulations 1990 to use the following species codes and fishstock codes when
recording the taking or landing of oysters from quota management area 5:

Foveaux Strait Dredge Oyster Fishery

Fishstock code | Used when... Species code | Used When...
oYUs o completing catch oYu * completing catch effort
landing data of a Catch data of a Catch Effort
Effort Landing Return Landing Return (CELR)
(CELR) e completing a Licensed
e completing a Quota Fish Receiver Return
Management Report (LFRR)
(QVR)
Oysters taken outside of Foveaux Strait Dredge Oyster Fishery
Fishstock code | Used when... Species code | Used When...
0OYS5B ¢ completing catch 0oYs e completing catch effort
landing data of a Catch data of a Catch Effort
Effort Landing Return Landing Return (CELR)
(CELR) e completing a Licensed
o completing a Quota Fish Receiver Return
Management Report (LFRR)
(QMR)

Foveaux Strait dredge oysters (OYUS5) will be managed and reported on a unit basis,
as if 1 oyster weighed 1 kilogram. (ie; 1 oyster = 1kg). Therefore please ensure that
when completing fishing returns in respect of Foveaux Strait dredge oysters (OYUS)
you record the number of oysters taken and landed.

Oysters taken outside of the Foveaux Strait dredge oyster fishery will continue to be
managed and reported on a greenweight basis.

If you have any queries with regard to the above, or require assistance in the
completion of your returns please contact the Ministry of Fisheries toll free on 0800
788 228.

Additional Licensed Fish Receiver Requirements

From 1 April 1998 all licensed fish receivers are required pursuant to the Fisheries
(Recordkeeping) Regulations 1990 to ensure that the oysters received from each
landing are marked or clearly labelled so as to be able to be identified separately from
those received from any other landing, at all times from the receipt of the oysters until
such time as the number of oysters received from that landing have been recorded in a
source document other than an unloading docket.
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[image: image4.jpg]Please note, as stated above, the species code for oysters taken from the Foveaux
Strait dredge oyster fishery is OYU, and so this code should also be used on your
Licensed Fish Receiver Inventory Returns (LFRIRs).

Further information

A meeting will be held at the Ministry of Fisheries offices Spey Street, Invercargill on
Tuesday 31 March 1998, at 10.30am to outline the new management and reporting
regime. You are welcome to attend this meeting,

If you require assistance in completing your fishing returns please contact the
Ministry of Fisheries toll free on 0800 788 228.

Information on the management regime, compliance or other requirements for the
fishery can be obtained by contacting Mr Geoff Clark in the Invercargill office of the
Ministry of Fisheries on 03 214-2640 or Mr Allen Frazer in the Dunedin office of the
Ministry of Fisheries on 03 474-0333.

Yours faithfully

Rebecca Werry
Client Information Manager
Ministry of Fisheries
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