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Dear Sir

REPORTING OF PACIFIC BLUEFIN TUNA

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the species code for Pacific bluefin tuna Thunnus
orientalis to be used starting immediately.

The Fisheries (Southern Bluefin Tuna Quota) Regulations 2000 define southern bluefin tuna as
both Thunnus maccoyii, southern bluefin tuna, and Thunnus thynnus, northern bluefin tuna, Past
indications were that northern bluefin tuna were not common in New Zealand waters and were also
not readily distinguishable from southern bluefin tuna. Both species were, therefore, included in
the definition of southern bluefin tuna under the regulations to protect the integrity of the catch
limit for southern bluefin tuna.

Two sub-species of northern bluefin tuna have previously been recognised, Thunnus thynnus
orientalis in the Pacific Ocean and Thunnus thynnus thynnus in the Atlantic Ocean. Recent
scientific advice is that Thunnus thynnus (northern bluefin) and Thunnus orientalis (Pacific bluefin)
are in fact separate species. The species Thunnus orientalis (Pacific bluefin) is not included in the
definition of southern bluefin tuna in the Fisheries (Southern Bluefin Tuna Quota) Regulations
2000. Thunnus orientalis is, therefore, not subject to the catch limit and closure that applies to the
southern bluefin tuna fishery and may be landed subject to reporting as follows.

The Ministry of Fisheries considers it necessary to assist in the management and conservation of
Thunnus orientalis (Pacific bluefin); therefore, under regulation 23 of the Fisheries (Reporting)
Regulations 1990 directs you to record such fish as:

Common name Species Code Scientific Name
%
PaCific bluefin tuna TOR Thunnus orientalis

Please note that the Ministry of Fisheries intends to amend the Fisheries (Reporting) Regulations
1990, to reflect this new code.
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You have an obligation under the Fisheries Act 1996 and regulations to correctly
identify and report Pacific bluefin tuna (T orientalis).

It is an offence under the Fisheries (Southern Bluefin Tuna Quota) Regulations 2000
to take southern bluefin tuna (7. maccoyii) and northern bluefin tuna (7. thynnus)
now that the competitive catch limit for the fishery has been filled and the fishery
closed.

Pacific bluefin tuna (T. orientalis) may not be targeted without the authority of a
fishing permit.

If you have any queries regarding this matter, or require assistance in the completion of your return,
please contact FishServe toll free on 0800 788 228.

Yours faithfully

D

Tim Fletcher

Client Information Manager

FishServe
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