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Freshwater Eel Catch Effort Return (ECER)
EXPLANATORY NOTES (October 2001)

1. You, the permit holder, must fill out an ECER form if:
*  you target freshwater eels; or if
»  someonc clse targets freshwater eels on your behalf,

2. The ECER form is only for recording fishing that targeted
freshwater eels. Do not use the ECER form for any
other type of fishing.

3. tis against the law to fail to fill in an ECER in accordance
with the Fisheries (Reporting) Regulations 2001, It is very
important that you read and understand those Regulations
because they tell you all of the legal requirements for you
to fill in the ECER form. Not all of those requirements are
written here.

4. These notes have been made as simple as possible. This may
cause slight differences in meaning (or content) between
these notes and the Fisheries (Reporting) Regulations 2001
It is also possible that those Regulations may have changed
since these notes were printed. If there are differences, you
must follow the Regulations.

5. The penalties for failing to fill in and provide an accurate
ECER form to the Ministry of Fisheries are set out in the
Fishcries Act 1996 and the Fisheries (Reporting) Regulations
2001, These include fines of up to $250,000,

6. The ECER form and these notes often use the words “day”
and “month” “Day” means a calendar day (starting at midright
and ending at the following midnight). "Month” means a
calendar month (starting on midnight at the beginning of
the 1% day of the month and ending at midnight on the
end of the last day of the month).

7. The ECER form and these notes often use the words “permit
holder”. "Permit holder" means a person who holds a current
fishing (or special) permit issued under section 91 (or 97) of
the Fisheries Act 1996,

8. The ECER form and these notes often use the words “you®
and “your”" “You" and “your" mean you, the permit holder,
and any person fishing on your behalf,

9. You, the permit holder, must fill out a separate ECER form
for each calendar month,

10, You, the permit holder, must fill out a separate ECER form
for each person that fished on your behalf,

1. You, the permit holder, must fill out a separate ECER form
for ¢ach fishing method used.

Example of the number of ECERs required. If during July 2002

on eel fisher colled John Smith:

* torgeted ecls using fyke nets; and

» olso targeted eels using set nets; and

= also had another fisher called Bob Wilson fishing on his
behalf using fyke nets -

then John Smith wauld need to complete and submit three ECER

forms for July 2002 {onc for his fyke netting, one for his set

netting, ond one for Bob Wilson's fyke netting). Notc that Bob
does not need to submit an ECER form for the fishing that he
did on beholf of John (because John is the permit holder and
will be submitting an ECER form for this fishing).

Section 1- Month and year

1. You must fill out this section before you retrieve any eel
fishing gear for the month.

2. You must only record gne month's cel fishing an a single
ECER form, If you set fishing gear in onc manth and lift it
in the following month then record that fishing on the ECER
for the month that the gear was lifted.

3. Write the first three Ietters of the month that the gear was
lifted in the first box. For cxample - "AUG™ for August.

4, Write the year that the gear was lifted in the second box.

5. You do not need to fill out "nil” ECER forms for months in
which you did not lift any gear. But you do need to fill out
a Freshwater Eel Cateh Landing Return (ECLR) form for all
months {even months in which you did not land any eels).

Section 2 - Fishing method
1. You must fll out this section at the start of each month,

2. You must only record one type of eel fishing method on a
single ECER farm. 1f you fished for eels using more than one
fishing method in a month then use a separate ECER form
to record each fishing method used.

3. If you used a fyke net, cel pot, or fish trap, then mark an "X"
in the appropriate circle.

4, If you did not use a fyke nct, cel pot, or fish trap, then -~
41 Mark an "X" in the circlc marked "Other”; and

4.2 Write the fishing method code (sec Table 1) that best
describes the fishing method used.

Section 3 - Catch and effort details
1. Filtin Section 3 immediately at the end of each day's fishing.

2. Fill in a separate linc for each eel statistical area that you
fished in on one day (from midnight to midnight).

3. Record catch and effort for the day that you retrieved the
gear. For example - if you put fyke nets in g river on the 1%
of October and retricved them on the 2 of October, then
record this os fishing on the 2 of October. You do not
need to write anything for days in which you put fishing
gear into the water but did not retrieve it.

4. If there is not enough room to record all of your fishing for
a single month on one ECER form, then use extra ECER forms
to record the rest of that month's fishing.

& If you take eels and retain them live in a holding receptacle
{a bag, net or pot ctc), then report them on an ECER form
anly for the day on which you took them,
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Date gear was lifted - Write the day of the month that the
fishing gear was lifted. For example - if the gear was lifted on
the 23" of July then write “23" Do pot write the month or year
here (you will alrcady have written this at the top of the form).
Do not write the day of the week (for example - "Tuesday”) here.

Eel statistical area - Write the ee! statistical area that you fished
in. Note - eel statistical arcas are not the same as eel quota
managemnent areas. Eel statistical areas arc shown on MFish maps
7 and 8. These maps are available from FishServe. Make sure that
you are looking at the right map.

Number of fyke nets, el pots or fish traps lifted - If you used
fyke nets, eel pots or fish traps then write the number of nets,
pots or traps lifted (on that day in that eel statistical area).
If you lifted a net, pot or trap twice in the same day then count
it twice.

If you used set nets then write the total number of metres of
nets hauled {on that day in that eel statistical arca). If you
hauled a net twice in the same day then count it twice.

If you did not use fyke nets, eel pots, fish traps, or set nets then
write the tatal number of hours that you spent fishing (on that
day in that cel statistical area).

Do not count any fishing gear that was in the water that you
did not lift. :

Estimate of catch of SFE - Write your estimate of how many
kilograms (grecnweight) of short finned eels {SFE) you took
in that statistical area. You do not have to weigh any eels at
this stage.

A note about weights - do pot record fractions of a kilogram
on an ECER form. You must round weights down to the next
lower wholc kilogram (for example - record 17.6kg as *17.0kg".
Record weights of less than 1kg as "0.0kg"

A note about eels that are not of the lcgal size - do not record
on an ECER form any eels taken that were not of lcgal size and
were returned to the water alive,

Estimate of catch of LFE — Write your estimate of how many
kilograms (greenweight) of long finned eels [LFE) you took in
that statistical area. You do not have to weigh any eels at
this stage.

Estimate of catch of other species - You must report other fish
that you cateh while targeting eels. You must report these cven
if you return them to the water alive. Use the three right hand
columns to report the first three bycateh species (fish that are
not freshwater eels) that you take in the month. Fill in the three
columns in the order in which you take the bycatch species. You
do not need to report more than three bycatch species on an
ECER form,

* In the top row {just under the words "Enter the species codes
in the next row") write the species cade for the bycatch
specics taken (see Table 2),

= {n the spaces below write your estimate of how many
kilograms (greenweight) of that bycatch species you took
in that statistical area.

Example of catch ond effort details - if during October a fisher
named John Smith targetcd freshwoter eels using fyke nets
and -

s on the first day of October John lifted 25 fyke nets in eel
statistical aren AN (Nefson) and cought about 90kg of short
finned eels, 45kg of long finned eels, 5kg of brown trout,
and 2kg of perch, and

« on the first day of October John also lifted 10 fyke nets
in eel stotistical area AP (Marlborough) and cought about
25kg of short finned eels, 5kg of brown trout, and 3kg of
kokopu; and

» on the second day of October John lifted 15 fyke nets in eel
statistical area AN {Nelson), then put the nets back and
lifted them again later in the same day. For the whole day
he cought about 110kg of short finned ecls, 16kg of long
finned eels and 7kg of flounder; and

e« gn the fourth day of October John liftcd 40 fyke nets (that
he had set on the 2" of October) and caught about 55kg
of short finned eels, 10kg of long finned eels and half o kilo
of perch -

then John would fill in Section 3 of an ECER form like this:

Date Eet Number Estimate of Estimate of catch of
grar |statistical |  of fyke cateh of eely other species
walt area nets
lifted lifted SFE LFE BIR FLu GLX
1 AN 25 a0 45 5 2
1 AP 0 25 5 3
2 AN 30 no 16
4 AN 40 55 10 0

John would later fill in more lines of data for the ather days
that he fished in October {reporting the cateh of short finned
eels, long finned eels, brown trout, perch and kokopu).

Section 4 = Permit holder and vessel details

Name of permit holder - Write the namc of the permit holder.
You miust fill this in before you retrieve any fishing gear in the
month.

Client number of permit holder - Write the client number given
to the permit holder by the Ministry of Fisheries. You must fill
this in beforc you retrieve any fishing gear in the month,

Name of fisher - Write the first letter of the fisher's first name,
followed by the first four letters of the fisher's surname (iast
name). You must fill out a separate ECER form for each fisher.
You must fill this in before you retrieve any fishing gear in the
month.

Signature of permit holder or fisher - The permit holder, gr the
fisher, must sign here. Fill this in before the gnd of each month.

Date signed - The person who signed this ECER form must write
the datc that they signed it here. Write the date as
day [/ month [ year. Fill this in before the gnd of
each month.

Notes about the collection of ECER information

1. Information on ECER forms is being collected for reasons
relating to:
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the conscrvation and management of fisheries and
fisheries resources; and

the administration and enforcement of the Fisheries
Act 1996 and the Territorial $ea, Contiguous Zore, and
Exclusive Economic Zone Act 1977, and the regulations

made under these Acts.

2. The agency that will collect and hold this information is

called FishServe (see address below).

3. This information is then sent to the Ministry of Fisheries.

4. Some personal information is being collected.

5. Under Principles 6 and 7 of the Privacy Act 1993 you have
the right to access and correct any personal information

that has been provided,

You must send your completed ECER forms to FishServe. Their
postal address is: PO Box 297, Wellington, New Zealand.

You must make sure that your ECER forms arrive at FishServe by
the 15 day of the month after the fishing. For example - the
ECER forms that you fill out to record the fishing that you did
in July 2002, must get to FishServe by the 15" August 2002,

Table 1 - Fishing method codes

Fishing method Code
Set netting o SN
Ring netting RN
"Cod potting” cP
tnshore drift netting DN
Table 2 - Species codes
Specics Code
Freshwater Catfish  {Ictalurus nebulosus) CAT
Brown trout  (Salmo trutta) BTR
Freshwater perch  (Perca fluviatilis) FLU
Freshwater crayfish  (Paranephros spp) Kou
Goldfish  (Carassius auratus) CAlU
Whitebait and Kokopu  {Galaxiidae spp) GLX
Koi Carp  (Cyprinus carpio) KOI
“Giant Bully "fGobio arphus gobioides) GGO |
Bullies (Eleotrid_a"evsppj- o BUL
Rudd  {Scardinius erythrophthalmus) RDD
Black flounder (Rhombosolea retiara) BFL
Brill  (Colistium guntheri} BRI
Greenback flounder  {Rhombosolea tapirina) GFL
Lemon'sole  (Pelotretis flavilatus) T se
NZ sole  (Peltorhamphus novaezelandiae) ESO
Sand flounder  {Rhombasolca plebeia) SFL
Turbot (Colistium nudipinnis) . TUR
Yeliowbelly flounder  (Rhombosolea leporina) YBF N

If you are unsure about how to fill in an ECER form you should

consult Fish3erve or seek legal advice.
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