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Freshwater Eel Catch Landing Return (ECLR)
EXPLANATORY NOTES (October 2001)

1. You, the permit holder, must fill out an ECLR form if:
*  you target freshwater eels; or if
»  someone else targets freshwater eels on your behalf.

2. The ECLR form is only for recording the landings from fishing
that targeted freshwater eels. Do not use the ECLR form for
any other type of landings.

3. Itis against the law to fail to fill in an ECLR in accordance
with the Fisheries (Reporting) Regulations 2001. 1t is very
important that you read and understand those Regulations
because they tell you all of the legal requirements for you
to fill in the ECLR form. Not alt of those requirements are
written here,

4. These notes have been made as simple as possible. This may
cause slight differences in meaning (or content) between
these notes and the Fisheries (Reporting) Regulations 2001
It is also possible that those Regulations may have changed
since these notes were printed. If there are differences, you
must follow the Regulations.

5. The penalties for failing to fill in and provide an accurate
ECLR form to the Ministry of Fisheries are set out in the
Fisheries Act 1996 and the Fisheries (Reporting) Regulations
2001. These include fines of up to $250,000.

6. The ECLR form and these notes often use the words “day”
and "month” "Day” means a calendar day (starting at midnight
and ending at the following midnight). "Month™ means a
calendar month (starting at midnight on the beginning of
the 1% day of the month and ending at midnight on the
the last day of the month).

7. The ECLR form and these notes often use the words “permit
holder” “Permit holder” means a person who holds a current
fishing (or special) permit issued under section 91 (or 97) of
the Fisheries Act 1996

8. The ECLR form and these notes often use the words “you"
and “your” "You" and “your" mean you, the permit holder,
and any person fishing on your behalf,

9. You, the permit holder, must fill out a separate ECLR form
for each calendar month,

10. If you do not land any fish (taken while targeting eels) in a
manth, you must filf in a nil ECLR form far that month.

Section 1- Month and year

1. You must fill out this section at the start of each month
{before you land any eels for that month),

2. You must only record the landings from one month on a
single ECLR form. Write the first three letters of the month
that the fish was landed in the first box. For example - "AUG™
for August.

3. Write the year that the fish was landed in the second box.

Section 2 - s this a NIL return for the month?
1. You must fill out this section before the end of each month.

2. If this is a nit return for an entire calendar month then:
®  mark an "X" in the “Yes" circle; and
«  skip Section 3 (but fill in Section 4).

3. If you are filling in an ECLR form to record landings then:
*  mark an "X" in the "No~ circle; and
* il in Sections 3 and 4.

Section 3 - Landing details

1, Fillin Section 3 {except for the fast two columns) as s00n as
you land fish (sce note below). Fill in the last two columns
as 500 as you get the necessary information from a Licensed
Fish Receiver (LFR).

NQTE: The definition of a landing” in the Fisheries (Reporting)
Regulations 2001 allows you to record eel fishing in several
places along the same riverfstream as one |anding, as long
as you stay close to that river/stream when maving between
eel fishing spots. But you must record any fish that you have
in a vehicle as “landed” before you drive through a town.

2. Fill'in a new line for each landing, and whenever any of the
information to be reported in any of the columns in this
section changes.

3. Record all of the landings for one permit holder on the same
ECLR farm(s). Do not split up landing information by fisher.

4. If there is not enpugh room to write all of your landings for
a single month on one ECLR form, use extra ECLR forms to
recard that month's landings.

5. If, in a month, you do not land any fish that you caught
while targeting eels, then leave Section 3 blank.

Note on the term "landing”™- the most common type of "landing”
is supplying cels to an LFR, but there arc many other types of
landings in addition to this, These include:
* retaining eels in a holding receptacle (such as a holding tank
on land, or a bag or trap holding live eels In a river); and
« discarding eels {unless these were of illegal size) or
other fish,
A simplified definition of the term “landing” is that it is what
you did with the fish after you had taken it. It is possible for the
same fish to be “landed” mare than once (for examplc - ccls put
in a holding tunk and later supplied to an LFR are landed once
when put in the tonk, then agoin when supplied to the LFR), Fish
that is “landed” twice should be recorded twice on ECLR forms
(once for each landing).

Datc gear was lifted - Write the day of the month that the fish
was landed. For example - if the fish wos landed on the 237 of
July then write “23" Do not write the month or year here (you
will already have written this at the top of the form). Do not
write the day of the week (for example - “Tuesday”) here.
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Fishstock [ Species code - Write the species code for the fish
that you arc landing.

* The species code for short finned ecls is SFE.

» The species code for long finned eels is LFE,

® The species codes for other fish are given in Table 1.
Do not use "ANG" ar "EEU™ on an ECLR form ["ANG" is for use on
MHR forms). Note that the code "EEL" is only for marine eels
and not freshwater eels.

Fishstock / Area - Write the quota management area, {or fisherics
management arca) that the fish was taken in. Note that quota
(or fisheries) management arcas are not the same as statistical
areas. Make sure that you are looking at the right map. Quota
management area maps and statistical area maps are both
available from FishServe.

Estimate of greenweight - Write the best available estimate of
the greenweight of fish {in kilograms) that you landed. You are
expected to weigh the fish unless:

*  you will be supplying it to an LFR straight away; or

= it would be yery difficult to do so.

Destination type - Write the destination type code (sce Table 2)
that best describes what happened to the fish.

Licensed Fish Receiver client number - For fish landed to an
LFR, write the Client Nurnber of the LFR that received the fish.
Qtherwise lcave this space blank.

Greenweight when adviscd by the LFR - For fish landed to an
LFR, write the weighed greenweight (in kilograms) of fish that
was landed, Do this as soon as you receive this information from
the LFR. For fish not landed to an LFR leave this blank.

Tax invoice number when advised by the LFR - For fish landed
to an LFR, write the number of the purchase tax invoice {or
equivalent document) used by the LFR to advise the greenweight
of fish supplied. Do this as soon as you receive this information
fram the LFR, For fish not landed to an LFR lcave this blank.

Example landing details: If a permit holder named John Smith:
on the I¥ day of October took about 115kg of short finned
ecls and 45kg of long finned eels from Nelson/Mariborough
{QMA11) and stored them in sacks in o river; and

= on the second day of October took about 110kg of short
finned eels and 16kg of long finned eels fram
Nelson/Mariborough and stored them in sacks in a
river; and

* on the fourth day of October took about 55kg of short
finned eels and 10kg of long finned cels from
Nelson/Mariborough and sold these eels, along with the eels
that he had previously stored in the river, to an LFR whose
client number was “97100017; and

« the LFR loter reported back that the actual weight of short
finned eels supplied to him was 284kg, and the actual
weight of long finned eels supplied to him was §9g, and
that the purchase tax invoice number for this shipment was
T12347 -

then John would fill in Section 3 of an ECLR form like this:

Date Fishstuck Estimate | Dest.| LFR | Greeni Tax
af of green- | type | client | weight Jinvoice
landing| 3pecies | Area weight number nu.
code
1 SFE n 15 kg P
1 LFE n 45 kg B
2 SFE n 110 kg P
2 LFE n 16 kg P
4 SFE " 280 kg L 9710001( 284 kg | 1234
4 LFE n Nkg L 9710001 69 kg| 1234

Note that on the 4™ of October John reported oll of the ecls
that he was landing to the LFR {ubout 115 + 110 + 55 kilograms
of short finned eels, and abaut 45 + 16 + 10 kilograms of long
finned ecls), not just the eels that he hod caught thot day.

If John had another person fishing for eels on his behalf then
that fsher's landings would also be recorded on the same form.

If John hod caught and discarded (whether dead or alive] any
non Quota Monagement System bycatch species (for example
- cotfish or trout) then these would also need to be recorded
on his ECLR form {with o destination type code of “D").

Section 4 - Permit holder and vessel details

Name of permit holder - Write the name of the permit holder.
You must fill this in before you land any fish in the manth.

Client number of permit holder - Write the client number given
to the permit holder by the Ministry of Fisheries. You must fill
this in before you land any fish in the manth.

Signature of permit holder or fisher — The permit holder, gr the
fisher, must sign here. Fill this in before the gnd of each month.

Date signed - The person who signed this ECLR form must
write the date that they signed it here, Write the date as
day / month [ year. Fill this in before the end of each month.

Notes about the collection of ECLR information

1. Information on ECLR farms is being collected for reasons
relating to:

1.1 the conservation and management of fisheries and
fisherics resources; and

1.2 the administration and enforcement of the Fisheries
Act 1996 and the Territorial Sea, Contiguous Zone, and
Exclusive Economic Zone Act 1977, and the regulations
made under these Acts.

2. The agency that will collect and hold this information is
called FishServe (see address betow).

3. This information is then sent to the Ministry of Fisheries.
4. Samec personal information is being collected.
5. Under Principles 6 and 7 of the Privacy Act 1993 you have

the right to access and correct any personal information
that has been provided.
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You must send your completed ECLR forms to FishServe. Their
postal address is: PO Box 297, Wellington, New Zealand.

You must make sure that your ECLR forms arrive at FishServe by
the 15™ day of the month after the landings. For example -
the ECLR forms that you fill out to rceord the landings
thot you made in July 2002, must get to FishServe by the

15™ August 2002,

Table 1 - Specics codes

Species Code
Freshwater Catfish  {Ictalurus nebulosus) CAT
Brown trout  (Salmo trutta} BTR
Freshwater pereh {Perca fluviatilis) FLU
Freshwater crayfish  (Paranephros spp) Kou
Goldfish  {Carassius auratus} CAU
Whitebait and Kokopu  (Galaxiidae spp) GLX
Koi Carp  (Cyprinus carpio) KDI
Giant Bully  (Gobiomorphus gobioides) GGO
Bullies  (Eleotridae spp) BUL
Rudd  (Scardinius erythrophthalmus) RDD
Flatfish - including flounder, sole, brill and turbot FLA
Table 2 - Destination codes
Type of destination Code
Fish of a species that is part of the Quota Management A
System returned to or lost in the water.
Fish taken and stored during a trip, to be used later B
as bait for personal use,
Fish of a specics that is not part of the Quota D
Management System discarded or lost in the water.
Fish eaten on board the vessl. E
Fish lost from a holding receptacle (including theft, H
mortality, predation, escape or damage).
Fish sold or given to a Licensed Fish Receiver, L
Fish placed in 3 holding receptacle in the water P
{for example - o holding sack or net).
Fish placed in a holding receptacle on land (for Q
example - o holding tank, chiller or freezer),
Fish retained on board a vessel. R
Fish scized by a Fishery Officer under Section 207 5
of the Fisheries Act 1996.
Fish transferred to another vessel. T
Fish taken and used for bait during the trip. U
Fish sold under section 191(2) of the Fisheries Act w

1996 (usually called “wharf sales™).

if you are unsure about how to fill in an ECLR form you should

consult FishServe or seek legal advice.
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