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EXPLANATORY NOTES March 2001)

High Seas Trawl Catch Effort Returns shall be completed in accordance with the
requirements of your high seas fishing permit. These explanatory notes are to assist
you in completing the returns. If after studying your permit, the Fisheries (Reporting)
Regulations, and these notes, you are unsure of how to complete the returns,
please ring the FishServe help line (NZ 0800-788-228 or NZ 04-460-4674). For the
purpose of completing a HS-TCER, the following definitions shall apply:

“Fishing trip", or "trip” means the movement of a vessel from a port and its return to
that port or another port, whether the port is in New Zealand or elsewhere, for the
purpose of taking fish, aquatic life, or seaweed pursuant to a high seas fishing permit:

“Permit” means a high seas fishing permit issued under section 113H of the Fisheries
Act 1996.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING A HIGH SEAS TRAWL CATCH EFFORT RETURN

The HS-TCER must be completed in English.

A HS-TCER miust be completed for each day or part day of a fishing trip {for
example - if a fishing trip begins on one day and ends on the next, two HS-TCERs
must be completed).

1. Date: Enter the date of the day to which the return applies. The date should
be entered relative to Co-ordinated Universal Time {this used to be known as
Greenwich Mean Time) in day, month, year format (eg 28 January 2002 would
be entered as 28/01/02).

2. Vessel registration number: Enter your fishing vessel registration number. This is
the registration number specified on the vessel's New Zealand Certificate of Registry.

3. Vessel name: Enter your vessel's name. This is the name of the vessel as
specified on its Certificate of Registry or Licence.

4. Vessel registration number of other vessel (if pair fishing): If your vessel
was pair fishing with another vessel, then enter the fishing vessel registration
number of the vessel with which your vessel pair fished.

5. Position at Midday: Enter the latitude and longitude of your vessel at midday
Co-ordinated Universal Time. If the vessel was north of the equator, then on

the return cross out the "S" associated with the latitude and replace with "N".

6. Water temperature at Shot 1/Surface: Enter the water temperature in
degrees Celsius {C) at the surface of the ocean at the start of Shot 1. If no
fishing takes piace on one day of a trip then leave the water temperature
details blank on that day's return.

7. Water temperature at Shot 1/Bottom: Enter the water temperature in degrees
Celsius (C) at the net at the start of Shot 1. If no fishing takes place on one
day of a trip then leave the water temperature details blank on that day's return.

8. Page of: If you need more than one page to record this day’s fishing, indicate
which page, of the total, this page is. For example - if 3 pages were used to
record this day's fishing, page 1 should read Page 1 of 3, page 2 should read
Page 2 of 3, page 3 should read Page 3 of 3. Enter all of the relevant details
and date and sign each page.

Shot details
If no fishing takes place on a day then leave the Shot details blank on that day's retum.

The start of a shot is when the trawl net first reached the depth and position at
which you intended to catch fish, or when fish were caught, whichever occurred first.

9. START/Time: Enter the time when the shot started according to a 24 hour
clock relative to Co-ordinated Universal Time.

10. START/Latitude/Longitude: Enter the latitude and longitude of the vessel's
position when the shot is started. If the vessel was north of the equator then
on the return cross out the "S" associated with the latitude and replace with "N".

The end of a shot is when the trawl net left the depth and position at which you
intended to catch fish, or when fish were last caught, whichever occurred last.

11. END/Time: Enter the time when the shot ended according to a 24 hour clock
relative to Co-ordinated Universal Time. Enter this on the same return as the
start time even if it occurs on the following day.

12. END/Latitude/Longitude: Enter the latitude and longitude of the vessel's
position when the shot is ended. If the vessel was north of the equator then

on the return cross out the "S" associated with the latitude and replace
with "N".
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started. For example - if you started a shot at 23:00 on the 28th March 2002 and
finished the same shot at 07:00 on the 29th March 2002, then this shot should be
recorded on a HS-TCER with the date 28/03/02 entered in the top left hand corner.

13. Gear code: Enter the gear code that best describes the gear used during the
shot. First write the gear type from the following list:

Bottom Trawl = BT
Mid-Water Trawl = MW
Bottom Pair Trawl = BPT

Mid-Water Pair Trawl MPT

then write the distance {in metres) between the wings as measured by the spread
sensors {or from net plans if spread sensors were not available).

For example — a bottom trawl with a wingspread of 80 metres should be
recorded as BT80

14. Headline height: Enter the distance {in metres) between the headline and the
groundrope as indicated by the net monitor (or from the net plans if a net
monitor was not available). For example - if for most of the shot the distance
between the groundrope and the headline was 45 metres then enter "45".

15. Depth groundrope: Enter the depth (in metres) from the surface of the sea
to the groundrope at the start of the shot.

16. Depth bottom: Enter the depth (in metres) of the sea at the start of the shot.
17. Trawling speed: Enter the average speed (in knots) of the vessel during the shot.

18. Target species: Enter the most appropriate MFish species code to describe the
main species or class of fish which your vessel was being used to take.

19. Total (kg): Enter an estimate of the total weight (in kilograms before any
processing) of all fish taken in the shot.

Note - for both "Total (kg)" and "Species code/Quantity (kg)" - if your vessel was
pair fishing, then enter only the weight of fish taken aboard your vessel.

20. Species code/Quantity (kg): For each of the five species that were taken in
the heaviest amounts during the shot (regardless of whether they were targeted
or not) enter:

20.1. in the upper box - the most appropriate MFish species code; and
20.2. in the lower box — an estimate in kilograms of the catch of that species.

Note ~ Unlike a standard TCEPR you do not need to provide daily processing details.
Note — Unlike a standard TCEPR you do not need to provide product from offal details.

21. Activity comment {Transhipping, steaming etc): This column is to be completed
only where no fishing tock place on the relevant day. Enter a brief description
of the activity that took place on that day (eg "steaming").

22. Permit Holder FIN or Client number: Enter the FIN or Client number of the
holder of the high seas permit under whose authority the vessel was fishing.

23. Permit holder's name: Enter the name (initials and surname, or company name}
of the holder of the high seas permit under whose authority the vessel was fishing.

24. Signature of master: The master of the vesse! must sign the return.

25. Date Signed: Enter the date relative to Co-ordinated Universal Time on which
the return was signed.

Instructions regarding species codes:

Use only the MFish approved three letter species code that best describes the species;
Lists of MFish approved species codes are available from the MFish website
(www fish.govt.nz) or the FishServe help line (NZ 0800-788-228 or NZ 04-460-4674);
Where no appropriate MFish approved species code is present, you must:

+ record the species as "UNX" {unidentified); and
- establish the correct scientific name for the species; and

- report this scientific name, along with any other relevant details, to the
Research Data Manager at MFish (PO Box 862, Wellington) so that a new
species code can be created.

These explanatory notes are provided to explain terms used on the High Seas Traw!
Catch Effort Return, and to elaborate on the manner in which the HS-TCER is to
be completed. Persons completing HS-TCERs should familiarise themselves with
the reporting provisions of their high seas fishing permit and the Fisheries {Reporting)
Regulations.
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